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Dear MDQ Academy Families, 

 

Assalamu Alaikum, 

Insha’Allah MDQ Academy will commence the 2020–2021 school year on September 8, 2020, for all our 
students. While we are prepared & eager to welcome all students back into classrooms, we are offering 
learning options that include both Hybrid and distance learning scenarios to ensure that our families 
have the option choose the model that works best for them. 

Learning model decisions were carefully made after reviewing the recent guidelines provided by the 
New York State Education Department, the New York State and Suffolk County Health Departments, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) & The Association of Independent/Islamic School as it 
relates to minimizing the spread of COVID-19. 

As our team continues to finalize details for the 2020–2021 school year, the School has developed a list 
of strategies that have aided our planning. These include: 

 
● In-person, Hybrid (in-person and distance), and full-time distance learning options for students and 

families who are uncomfortable returning to in-person learning 
● A phase-in approach that allows us to assess COVID-19 metrics, as well as the implementation of the 

initial phase of the School’s plan 
● Priorities for social and emotional learning in response to the evolving needs of students; 

● Social distancing and face coverings 
● COVID-specific School safety protocols, including but not limited to the restricted use of common areas, 

cleaning and disinfecting spaces and equipment at regular intervals, and quickly responding to ill students 
and staff 

● Curtailment of in Person school hours for Grades 1 through 12 - till 2:30 PM. Pre-K and kindergarten                   
will have a full school day (from 7:40 to 2:30) with lunch and snack breaks. The UPK classes will also                    
be as per the schedule provided by Brentwood Union Free School District. 

● Flexibility - ensuring the ability to shift rapidly and transition smoothly to distance learning for all                
students if rolling closures occur at any point in time (as was carried out earlier) 

● All possible support for students in need of additional support 

The School’s top priority remains the health & well being of our students/staff and all our plans are 
centered around our students and families.  We remain focused on student and staff safety and on 
providing high-quality instruction and learning experiences regardless of the methodology implemented. 
We will continuously monitor the situation and share updates and revisions following changes to 
policies. We will endeavor to remain proactive in anticipation of circumstances that may change 
throughout the course of the school year. 

Please be assured that we are in this together and will continue to maintain open lines of communication 
among students, staff, and parents.  You can contact us with any concerns or questions that you may 
have. 

On behalf of our MDQ Academy Team, we wish you a productive & safe 2020-2021 school year, 
Insha’Allah.  

Sincerely, 
       Atia Pasha 
       Head of School 
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CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
 

To ensure that our students continue to receive a robust education, MDQ Academy is preparing for 
instruction within in-person, hybrid, and full distance learning options, all of which are aligned with 
outcomes designated by the New York State Learning Standards. Additionally, plan implementation will 
promote equal access for all students, regardless of the instructional model/option adopted. 

 
IN-PERSON/HYBRID LEARNING MODELS & STUDENT COHORTS/GROUPS (if needed) 
Grades 1 through 12 
The School will be in session during normal school hours from Monday through Friday each week - from 
7:40 AM - 2:30 PM , with several safety-related changes and protocols in place for student cohorts (if 
required - based on our Registration numbers) that are attending in person.  
 
Pre School 
Pre-k & Kg students will attend full day (7:40 to 2:30) and UPK schedules will be as per the Brentwood 
School District’s directives/schedules. 

 

The majority of students will begin the 2020-2021 school year by engaging in learning through a hybrid 
model that includes both times in school and distance learning.  The classrooms are being structured in 
a way to allow 6 feet distancing amongst students to limit any potential exposure.  There will be no 
switching of rooms for various classes.  Within this model, students in school may be placed into fixed 
“cohorts” (pre-assigned-groups), if needed, with reasonable size limits in an effort to limit potential 
COVID-19 exposure and ensure appropriate social distancing. Measures will be taken to prevent the 
intermingling of these groups to the all practical extent.  

 

The hybrid and full distance learning schedules are appended with this document.  Class-wise detailed 
schedules, specific electronic platform information (for remote learning) will be provided prior to the start 
of the school year.  
 
During in-person instruction, teachers may prepare students with the skills and knowledge they will need 
while working remotely (e.g., online platforms, tools, available resources, etc.). Teachers may also adopt a 
different approach on a periodic basis wherein students at certain grade levels research a topic at home 
(Project-based learning) and then come prepared to learn more about it in class. 

 

FULL-TIME VIRTUAL/LIVE SCHOOL 
Students/families who are unable or unwilling to return to school due to health issues, family concerns 
or who are uncomfortable returning to school on the scheduled start date can participate in the School’s 
full-time distance learning program. These students will be placed in a separate Group, thus facilitating a 
transition into the hybrid model should they choose to do so at a later point in time.  Families will be 
asked to express their specific intent for students to engage in this option prior  to the start of the school 
year.   During implementation, these students may return to the hybrid model upon notifying the School 
Administration. 

 

Again, students in the distance learning setting mode will have access to their classrooms via designated 
online learning platforms. The Device issue/loaning is being worked out with the Brentwood School 
District.  All the Device loans will be as per the acceptable user agreement. Students/parents are 
expected to adhere to all expectations outlined in this agreement. 
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Should schools close collectively for all students at The schedule, the schedule will change to an 
all-distance learning version, as was done in the past.  The schedule is in the process of finalization 
(Hybrid/in-person). 
 
TECHNOLOGY & DEVICES 
Again, students in the distance learning setting mode will have access to their classrooms via designated 
online learning platforms. The Device issue/loaning is being worked out with the Brentwood School 
District and the School resources.  All the Device loans will be as per the acceptable user agreement 
currently in place.  Students/parents are expected to adhere to all expectations outlined in this 
agreement. 

 

Individual classroom devices will be labeled & sterilized on a scheduled basis in disinfection carts within 
each school.  
 
Teachers will be flexible (as far as possible) in terms of how assignments are presented, as well as in 
establishing deadlines for work submission, for students facing challenging circumstances in the distance 
learning setting.  All possible help will be extended to the students and their families. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Instructional days shall be counted for programs that are delivered both in-person and remotely. A 
student’s physical/online presence or daily teacher-student engagement/participation will be monitored 
and recorded in the School Portal system daily.   The School will continue in its efforts to maintain 
communication with all families concerning any attendance concerns. As is typical, daily attendance will 
be maintained on the School Portal and will be used for all marking purposes. 

 
It is important that neither students nor staff are in the School building if they are experiencing any 
symptoms of illness or unusual conditions.  
 
The School is in process of making a protocol where the staff and students undergo discretionary 
temperature screenings upon entry to the Building. 
 
BUFSD’s UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN (UPK) Program 
The MDQ Academy will maintain its partnership with the Brentwood Union Free School District for the 
provision of a Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) program that will be administered within our Premises, 
with instruction aligned with outcomes designated by the New York State Prekindergarten Learning 
Standards.  The Brentwood District will ensure that all items outlined in this plan apply similarly to the 
UPK setting. 

 
 

REGENTS SCIENCE LABORATORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
In light of a hybrid or full remote model of instruction, the mandatory lab requirement can be met through 
hands-on laboratory experiences, virtual laboratory experiences, or a combination of virtual and hands-on 
laboratory experiences, coupled with satisfactorily completed laboratory reports for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Meeting the laboratory requirement is a prerequisite for student admission to a culminating Regents 
examination as per NYSED. 
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GRADING REGIMEN 
Grading expectations for all students and grade levels will be as per the standard process. Specifics will 
be communicated by respective Teachers/leaders prior to or at the onset of the school year. 

 
RECESS 
Recess will take place outside whenever possible and appropriate social distancing will be maintained. 
Elementary classes and/or small student groups will have staggered recess times, as outlined within each 
building’s master schedule. In some instances, only one class will be on a playground at a given time. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Gym sessions will be outdoor, whenever possible.  For Higher Grades, the students will have Apex Health 
assignments to complete online.  This is aimed towards avoiding all possible contact/intermingling and thus 
limiting possible COVID exposure.  
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING 
 

Regardless of the learning model in place, we recognize the importance and will make a priority of 
providing students and staff with extra social and emotional support as they return to school for 2020- 
2021.   There will be an initial and prolonged re-entry orientation, focused on time for building 
strong/supportive relationships, healing and coping strategies, establishing new routines and check-ins. 
 
PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 
At MDQ Academy we pride ourselves with the most cooperative and generous Parent community.   We 
strongly recommend that parents continue to work closely with the school to transition a smooth Back 
to School routine with the students.  The students and the staff have to get used to the face coverings 
and the strict handwashing/hygiene regimen for everyone’s safety. 
 
We will continue to hold more wellness sessions in partnership with the Community 
Organizations/Volunteers and would like to welcome all parents to contribute to our efforts. 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR STAFF 
In consultation with staff, the School will continue to design professional development opportunities that 
will address such topics related to personal, student, and community well-being as trauma-responsive 
practices, social-emotional learning, remote learning best practices, and restorative practices and mental 
health education. 
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FACILITIES/PPE REQUIREMENTS 
 

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) 
A variety of PPE will be on-site and available in the School building to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  A description of the primary items and there is as follows; 

 
FACE COVERINGS 
It is required that students and staff wear face coverings (masks & face shields) when in school during 
the 2020–2021 school year.  Acceptable coverings will include cloth-based and re-usable face masks and 
shields. The proper manner in which to wear a mask and discard those that are disposable will be 
reviewed and reinforced as needed with students and staff.  

 

Faculty and students will use additional PPE in addition to the mask (e.g., face shields fitted and worn in 
the manner designated by the CDC and health departments) for instruction or interventions that require 
visualization of the movement of lips and/or mouths (e.g., speech therapy).  These alternate coverings 
may also be used to assist certain students (e.g., hearing impaired) who benefit from being able to 
periodically see more of the face of the faculty or staff member presenting to them.  Our Nurse office staff 
will use additional PPE (gowns & gloves etc.). 

 

Mask “breaks” might be allowed for students throughout each day. The duration and timing of mask 
breaks may vary based on time of year and individual classroom circumstances. 

 

MDQ Academy will provide one Face Shield and usable mask to every student and staff member and will 
maintain its supply throughout the year via recommended procurement protocol. Replacements will be 
on hand and available, as needed and in school main offices.  All cloth masks should be hand- or 
machine-washed at home daily.  We will ensure that Nurse office masks should be properly disposed of 
after use. Students may wish to supplement School-provided masks with/rotate in use of additional 
masks brought from home. 

 

POLYCARBONATE/LEXAN SHEETS & PHYSICAL BARRIERS IN OFFICE AREAS 
Polycarbonate (or comparable) shields have been or will be placed in higher-traffic offices as warranted.               
Similar to Plexiglass, polycarbonate material is less flammable and approved for use in schools. Physical               
desk barriers may also be used in classrooms to assist in preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

 
 

CLEANING & DISINFECTING / HAND & RESPIRATORY HYGIENE 
 

● HYGIENE IN THE CLASSROOMS AND ALL OTHER SCHOOL AREAS 

 
● Hand sanitizer dispensers are scheduled to be installed/placed in all classrooms, designated areas, 

and offices. The solution in the dispensers contains 65% alcohol, which is appropriate for schools. 
Please note that handwashing (for 20 seconds or more) is preferred over the use of sanitizer and will 
be encouraged routinely.  

● Signs reminding all individuals of the importance of and proper procedures for 
hand-washing/sanitizing and respiratory etiquette (e.g., covering mouth or nose with a tissue or 
shirt sleeve), have been or will be placed in each classroom throughout the district. The School will 
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share similar information with parents/guardians. Administrators and teachers will train and assist 
students in following proper protocol. 

● All classrooms will be equipped with disinfectant spray, wipes, and paper towels. 

● Disinfectant wipes will be available in all classrooms and replenished routinely for use in 
cleaning desks, computers, and other devices.  Following the use of such a wipe, hand 
hygiene practices will be followed. 

● Custodial staff will be provided with daily checklists for inspecting their assigned areas and will 
remain diligent in terms of the following: 
1. Regular cleaning and disinfection of all facilities using EPA-approved disinfectants against 

COVID-19; 
2. Frequent cleaning and disinfection of high-risk areas used by many individuals or 

frequently touched surfaces (e.g., desks, tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops, 
phones, keyboards, restroom fixtures); 

3. More frequent sanitary attention to handles, knobs, stairwell handrails, bathrooms, backs of 
chairs, desktops and other surfaces where contact is frequent; 

4. Monitoring soap/sanitizer dispensers regularly to ensure that they remain stocked. 

 

● Nurse Offices: Cleaning and disinfection of the Nurse’s office must occur routinely after use. 
Disposable items should be used whenever practicable. 

 

● In Response to a Suspected or Confirmed Case of COVID-19 

 
● The area(s) used by the individual will be closed off in consultation with the local health 

department as per DOH/CDC guidelines 

● Outside doors and windows will be opened to the extent practicable to increase air circulation in 
the area. 

● Custodial staff will thoroughly clean and disinfect the area(s). 
 
SHARED CLASSROOM MATERIALS 
 
MDQ Academy is discouraging the use of shared classroom materials as far as possible to help prevent 
the spread of COVID -19. 

 
● Every effort will be made to reduce the number of materials, supplies, and personal belongings going 

to and from school. We are considering all possible options with regard to Homework materials.  The 
same consideration will be given to reducing student exposure to high-touch, shared resources at 
school. 

● Teachers will strongly discourage sharing items among students and staff that are difficult to clean or 

disinfect. 

● If supplies must be shared for an unavoidable reason, a use limit will be placed on supplies and 
equipment to one group of children at a time, with cleaning and disinfecting in between successive 
uses. 

● Sharing electronic devices, toys, books, and other games or learning aids will be avoided as far as 
possible.  
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SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 
While in the school and in the office/Bursar areas, students and staff will be asked to maintain a distance 
of six (6) feet from each other.   This requirement will also apply to classrooms, playgrounds, and all 
offices, with markers on the floor to assist designated areas. 

● Snack & Lunch regimen:  All students will have lunch in their classrooms.  We wil lallow for one snack 
break in the classrooms.   For Pre-k & Kg students they will have snacks and lunch in their respective 
classrooms.  The desk areas to be used for lunch and snack will be wiped off immediately after use. 

● Faculty/Staff Meetings:  May be held remotely or in open, well-ventilated meeting spaces that allow 
for the requisite social distancing. 

● Recess: Elementary classes and/or small student groups will have staggered times for recess on designated 
days. 

● Extracurricular activities:  It is being proposed that all after-school activities will be conducted in 
online/remote formats to start the school year. Activities will return to in-person format as soon as it is 
deemed safer to do so. 

● School Safety Drills: Fire, lockdown, lockout, shelter-in-place, and hold-in-place drills as required by 
Education Law, as well as bus safety and any other drills, will be conducted with modifications to 
ensure appropriate social distancing among students and staff. Modifications may include: 
o conducting drills on a given day but on a staggered schedule (by class or otherwise) and maintaining the 

distancing criteria; 

o conducting a lockdown drill without actual “hiding” or “sheltering,” but providing an overview on 
how to do so. 

 
Despite modifications, the School Administration will ensure that students participate in fire drills and 
lockdown drills during the year.   Additionally, students will be instructed that in an actual emergency, 
the imminent concern is to achieve safety.  

 

CLASSROOM/LEARNING SPACE CONFIGURATIONS 
As mentioned earlier, student desks will be spaced at least six feet apart in every classroom and face in 
the same direction.  Physical barriers may also be placed on teachers’ desks as an additional measure to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 
COMMON SPACES 
As indicated above, custodial staff will routinely/frequently clean and disinfect all areas such as offices, 
bathrooms, common areas, commonly touched surfaces, and shared electronic equipment. Faculty/staff 
coffee areas will be used sparingly and with social distancing, requirements maintained at all times. 

 
GYM 
Outdoor spaces will be used for PE activities when possible.   Activities involving individual exercise, 
yoga, running/walking, jump roping, and other non-contact activities may be explored and are 
encouraged. For students participating in aerobic physical activity, social distancing requirements will be 
maintained at all times.   Higher Grade students will be assigned APEX Health assignments to be 
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completed online. 
 

HALLWAYS & LOCKERS 
We may designate certain hallways as one-way and/or create “lanes” in hallways using colored tape, 
floor markings or directional arrows, depending on the width of corridors involved.  Additional signage 
will be placed on walls for ease of visual referencing. 

 

Locker use at the Middle & High School levels is still being evaluated. 
 

We will make every effort to limit nonessential movement.  
 

USE OF PLAYGROUNDS/SCHOOL GROUNDS 
Playgrounds may be used by a limited number of classes at one time when all safeguards are in place. 
Students will be instructed and reminded to wash their hands before and after using playground 
equipment and to maintain appropriate social distancing, as modeled by their teachers or school staff in 
advance. 

 
RESTROOMS 
Physical barriers do exist between stalls in all student bathrooms.  
 
Monitors and/or signage will assist in minimizing restroom occupancy at any given time. Sign-in/sign-out 
logs will be maintained in the event that contact tracing is needed at any point. 

 

VENTILATION 
 

The School will ensure sufficient ventilation and fresh air circulation by means of: 

● Ventilating building spaces with outdoor air to the extent practicable (e.g., opening windows and 
doors) and within the parameters of safety and security needs  

● Installation of Air Purifiers in designated areas 

 
 

HAND-WASHING & HAND SANITIZER 
Hand-washing breaks will be included at school throughout the day. Signs presenting proper 
handwashing techniques will be placed in the School.   Students will be reminded to wash hands: 
● before and after using shared objects or surfaces; 

● before and after eating meals or snacks; 

● after using the bathroom; 

● after sneezing, blowing a nose or coughing into hands; 

● upon coming in from the outdoors; 

● any time hands are visibly soiled. 

Again, hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed/placed in classrooms, hallways, and offices and 
hand-washing will be promoted as the preferred option.  
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All staff and students will be trained on proper hand and respiratory hygiene which will be shared with parents 
so that they are reinforced at home. 

 
VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
The School will restrict all school non-essential visits, volunteers, and activities involving external groups 
until further notice. 

 

Presence in a school will be limited to assigned staff and students, with the following exceptions: 
 
1. Outside contractors whose services are required for the safe provision of school services; 
2. Scheduled meetings with parents or guardians, which must be by appointment only.   They should 

take place in a space that allows for safe distancing. They should not take place in the classrooms.  To 
the extent possible, all meetings should preferably be conducted in the remote format. 

 

All scheduled or unscheduled visitors (if any at all)  must complete a temperature check/health screening 
questionnaire, as outlined in the “Health & Safety” section below, prior to being granted entry into any 
the school building. Following the screening, parents or guardians who pick up students from school will 
be restricted to the main office, where they will be expected to maintain social distance between 
themselves and office staff. 

 
 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

The health and safety of the school staff and students are paramount. Nurses and other trained staff will 
help to educate and screen for COVID-19 when symptoms are displayed. 

 
COVID-19 MONITORING & REPORTING 
Families are expected to monitor their children for symptoms of COVID-19. Children with symptoms of 
COVID-19 must be kept home and should not attend school. 

 

According to the CDC, people afflicted with COVID-19 have reported a wide range of symptoms, ranging 
from mild to severe.  Most afflicted children are asymptomatic or present with mild symptoms. 
Symptoms may appear 2–14 days after exposure to the virus. Symptoms may include those on the list 
below.  Again, should children or staff present with any such symptoms, they should not attend 
school/work and contact their primary care physician at the outset, particularly if they exist in 
combination and/or persist. 

● Fever (over 100.0oF) or chills 

● Cough 

● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

● Fatigue 

● Muscle or body aches 

● Headache 
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● New loss of taste or smell 
● Sore throat 

● Congestion or runny nose 

● Nausea or vomiting 

● Diarrhea 

 

Staff will be educated to observe students or colleagues for signs of any type of illness, additional 
symptoms including: 

 
● flushed cheeks; 

● rapid or labored breathing; 

● fatigue and/or irritability; 

● frequent use of the bathroom. 

 
Symptoms for which to look will be communicated to parents and staff directly and reinforced as needed 
from time to time. The updated list of symptoms is also available on Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
website. Those exhibiting one or more symptoms or signs, with no other explanation for them, will be 
sent to the school nurse for further assessment.   If the school nurse is not available, a parent/guardian 
will be contacted to pick up the student without any delay or the staff member will be sent home. 

 
Parents/guardians must also monitor whether a student has been exposed to a family member or any 
member of the household who has experienced any of the symptoms above or diagnosed with COVID-19.  
 
The CDC and DOH advise that students who are sick, have demonstrated any of the symptoms listed 
above, or have recently had a close contact with a person with COVID-19 stay home and seek medical 
attention. 

 
DAILY HEALTH SCREENINGS & TEMPERATURE CHECKS FOR STUDENTS 
We are making an attempt that every student should have his/her temperature checked each day upon 
entry to the School building.  The parents are also encouraged to do this for their children at home prior 
to leaving for School.  The student (or parent/guardian) must answer screening questions on a designated 
form sent home at periodic intervals, as follows: 
1. Does the student currently have a temperature of 100.00F or higher? 

2. Has the student experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of 100.00F or 
higher, in the past 14 days? 

3. Has the student tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 in the past 14 days? 
4. Has the student been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone who has tested 

positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has/had symptoms of COVID-19? 
5. Has the student traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of 

COVID-19 per the New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days? 
 

Yes/no responses will be maintained as part of School records. A designated staff member will review 
incoming reports.  If a temperature of greater than 100.0o F for any student is recorded or if any of the 
questions are answered in the affirmative on a given day,  the student should not be dropped off at 
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school.  Should a student in this situation arrive at school, he/she will be sent to a designated isolation 
area prior to being picked up or otherwise sent home. The student/family must contact their primary 
health care provider for further assessment and, as warranted, follow local health department guidelines 
for 14-day quarantine (or as otherwise directed). 

 

Additionally, all students will enter building through a temperature scanner that will take a reading on their 
forehead or wrist. A monitor will record simply whether or not individual students display a temperature of 
100.0o F or higher. Those who display such a temperature will be rechecked using a hand-held temperature 
scanner. The individual monitoring the scanner will take all necessary health precautions in terms of physical 
barriers, PPE, hygiene, etc. 

 

Those confirmed with a fever of 100.0o F or higher will be directed to the designated Quarantine room 
for parent/guardian pick up. Parents/guardians will be required to contact a primary health care provider 
and should follow designated return protocol (as per CDC) before the student re-enters the school. 

 
 
DAILY HEALTH SCREENINGS & TEMPERATURE CHECKS FOR STAFF 
Prior to reporting to School, each staff member is required to complete a confidential health screening form. 
Five questions will be presented on the form: 
1. Do you currently have a temperature of 100.00F or higher? 

2. Have you experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of 100.00F or higher, in 
the past 14 days? 

3. Have you tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 in the past 14 days? 
4. Have you knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone who has 

tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has/had symptoms of COVID-19? 
5. Have you traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of COVID- 

19 per the New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days? 
 

Yes/no responses will be maintained as part of daily records. A designated staff member will review 
incoming reports. If a staff member has reported in the affirmative to any of the five items on the form, 
he/she must remain home till their personal Physician’s clearance. 

 
HEALTH SCREENINGS & TEMPERATURE CHECKS FOR SCHOOL VISITORS 
Essential visitors (e.g., contracted service providers) will be required to answer the following five 
questions on a health screening form prior to entering a school building. 
1. Do you currently have a temperature of 100.00F or higher? 

2. Have you experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of 100.00F or higher, in 
the past 14 days? 

3. Have you tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 in the past 14 days? 

4. Have you knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone who has 
tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has/had symptoms of COVID-19? 

5. Have you traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of COVID- 
19 per the New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days? 

 

If the visitor responds in the affirmative to any of the five items, then he/she will be denied entry for the safety 
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of all students and teachers in the building.  

Additionally, essential visitors will enter the building each day through a temperature scanner that will 
take  a reading on a forehead or wrist. A monitor will record simply whether or not individuals display a 

temperature of 100.0o F or higher. Those who display such a temperature will be rechecked using a 
hand-held temperature scanner.  Those confirmed will be denied entry into the school building. 

 
SIGNAGE 
Signage will be posted conspicuously in and around each school building, reminding individuals to: 

● stay home if they feel sick; 

● adhere to social distancing requirements; 

● cover their noses/mouths with an acceptable face covering when unable to maintain social distance 
in accordance with District requirements; 

● properly store and, when necessary, discard PPE; 

● report symptoms of, or exposure to, COVID-19; 

● follow hand hygiene and cleaning/disinfecting requirements; 

● follow respiratory hygiene/etiquette. 

HAND HYGIENE  

Hand sanitizer dispensers will be installed/placed in all circulation areas. The solution in the dispensers 
contains 65% alcohol, which is appropriate for schools. Please note that handwashing (for 20 seconds or 
more) is preferred over use of sanitizer and will be encouraged routinely. 

Age-appropriate signs, reminding all individuals of the importance of and proper procedures for 
hand-washing/sanitizing and respiratory etiquette, will be placed in each classroom throughout the 
district.  Teachers will assist students in assimilating proper protocol, especially at the elementary level. 

 

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS & MANDATORY QUARANTINE 
The Governor recently signed Executive Order 205, stating that, “all travelers entering New York from a 
state with a positive test rate higher than 10 per 100,000 residents, or higher than a 10% test positivity rate 
over a seven day rolling average, will be required to quarantine for a period of 14 days consistent with 
Department of Health regulations for quarantine.” 

 

Please keep this in mind when planning family travel and note that this list is subject to change daily. If you 
have traveled or plan to travel out of state to a restricted area, please do not report to school/work 
following this travel, report the travel to the attendance officer at the school, and adhere to the established 
14-day quarantine requirements as required. The link to follow includes the list of restricted states: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory. 

 

QUARANTINE/ISOLATION ROOM & SCREENING 
 
School Nurse will be prepared on-site with the appropriate PPE (e.g., N95 or surgical mask, face shield, 
gloves, gown, etc.) and in a designated separate/Quarantine room to screen students and staff  who may 
be exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms.   Protocols as outlined by the local health department will be followed 
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in the event of a positive case. 
 

The parent/guardian of a student in such a situation will be contacted to pick up the child. The student 
will remain under the visual supervision of but socially distanced from the Nurse or until the 
parent/guardian arrives. The parent/guardian will be instructed to contact the child’s primary health care 
provider without any delay. Should a student  or staff member exhibit emergency warning signs (e.g. 
respiratory difficulty, pain or pressure in the chest, new confusion, inability to wake or stay awake, bluish 
lips or face, severe abdominal pain), the Nurse, or staff will call 911. 

 

The designated room, and all other rooms occupied by symptomatic individuals, will be thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected following their departure or when it is safe to do so. 

 
REPORTING/COMMUNICATING SUSPECTED OR CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES 
School staff will promptly report any illness of students or staff to the School Nurse or other designated 
individual (e.g., Administrator/Covid Coordinator).  
 
The School will follow local and state guidelines for reporting confirmed positive cases of COVID-19. The 
School Administration will notify the Health department(s) & the District of any positive COVID-19 
diagnostic test result for an individual who was present within school facilities, including students, 
faculty and staff, and visitors. 

 

With respect to confirmed positive cases or warning signs, the Head of the School or will consult with the 
Educational Committee/Board to determine whether to close the school in response.  Should the school 
be closed, it will maintain continuity of learning and services through the distant learning regimen. 

 

The School will follow the DOH guidelines with respect to communicating to the school community 
regarding a confirmed positive case in an individual who was present directly in a school building (e.g., 
student, staff member, visitor). HIPAA laws will be followed in all such situations. The identity of the 
individual(s) involved will remain confidential. School community members will be informed of the area 
in which the individual was present and the remedial actions taken in response. 

 

The School will comply with the metrics established by the state and DOH if the level of infections 
exceed that for the region as a whole. Should data show that the level of COVID- 19 transmission may be 
increasing in the School/district, more extensive measures or full closure will be resorted to. 

 
CONTACT TRACING 
The School will support contact tracing as outlined by the New York State Contact Tracing Program, as 
well as associated isolation and quarantine efforts. 

 

In an effort to assist the state and local health departments in knowing who may have had contact at 
school with a confirmed case, MDQ Academy will: 
● keep accurate attendance records for students and staff; 

● ensure that schedules are up to date; 

● keep an accurate log of visitors, including date, time, and location visited. 

Confidentiality in this regard will be maintained, as required by federal and state law and regulations. 
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RETURN-TO-SCHOOL/WORK PROTOCOL 
Return-to-school protocol and procedures with respect to individuals who have screened positive will be 
established in consultation with the DOH.  It shall include, at minimum,  documentation from a health 
care provider following evaluation, a negative COVID-19 diagnostic test result, symptom resolution, or, if 
COVID-19 positive, release from isolation/quarantine. 

 

Persons are seen by a healthcare provider and confirmed COVID-19 negative may return: 

● if there is no fever without the use of fever-reducing medicines and once they have felt well for 24 
hours; or 

● if they have been diagnosed with another condition and have written documentation from 
their Personal Care Physician that they are clear to return to School. 

 

Persons diagnosed with COVID-19 by a healthcare provider based on a test or symptoms should stay 
home until: 
● it has been at least ten days since the first symptoms; and 

● it has been at least three days since the individual has had a fever (without using fever-reducing 
medicine); and 

● It has been at least three days since the individual’s symptoms improved, including cough and 
shortness of breath. 

 

NOTE: The CDC recommends 14 days of quarantine after exposure based on the time it takes to develop                  
the illness if infected. 

 
MDQ Academy will also follow a similar protocol to the above, as prescribed by the state and DOH for 
staff seeking a return to work after being suspected or confirmed with COVID-19 or after the staff 
member had close or proximate contact with an individual diagnosed with COVID-19. 

 
HEALTH PHYSICALS 
MDQ Academy will continue to accept proof of health examination, regardless of the form on which it is 
completed.  Parents/guardians will be provided with additional time to submit the standard completed 
health exam documentation to the School. 

 

IMMUNIZATIONS 
It is the responsibility of families to ensure that student immunizations are updated before each new 
school year. As per state requirements, mandatory immunizations for students at each grade level for 
the 2020–2021 school year can be accessed here. 
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ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROTOCOL 
 
MEANS OF TRANSPORT TO/FROM SCHOOL 
Families must consider driving students to and from the School - wherever possible as this is the safest 
option for all.  This might be a challenge for some of our MDQ families, but is the most preferred option 
considering the existing circumstances and prioritizing student safety. 
 
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 
Areas will be designated for student drop-off and pick-up at the school in a manner designed to allow 
for appropriate social distancing. The specifics will be communicated to the families prior to the start of 
the school year regarding specific locations. 
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STUDENTS WITH IEPs 
 

Programs and processes related to students with IEPs will remain aligned with requirements set forth in 
the designated Act. To the greatest extent practicable, the school shall ensure that each student can be 
provided the special education and related services identified in the student’s individualized education 
plan (IEP).  However, due to the health and safety requirements that must be in place when school 
resumes, services may not be provided in the same mode and/or manner as is typical. For example, such 
related services as occupational and/or physical therapy, speech, etc. may be provided through a 
combination of both in-person and remote sessions depending on student schedules and IEP mandates. 

 

The designated District/Service Providers will make a determination whether and to what extent 
compensatory services are to be provided once school reopens, as well as how those services will be 
provided in conjunction with the school’s reopening plan and continue if the school must close again during 
the next school year. 

 
 

CRITICAL POINTS OF CONSIDERATION FOR IN-PERSON LEARNING 
1. As indicated, students attending school in person will be required to wear masks and face shields.  
2. Should parents and/or other meeting participants be unable to access the physical school space, 

meetings will be held virtually or via phone, in the parents’ preferred language.  
 

REFERRALS 
All parent referrals and requests for referrals by school staff should be considered as per procedures 
outlined in the designated policy. A referral may not be warranted if the reason for underperformance is 
due to school closures and a change in the learning model/schedule. 
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LANGUAGE SUPPORT (BUFSD’s UPK PROGRAM)  
 

 
 

BRENTWOOD UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT’S UPK’s PROGRAM 
The Brentwood Union Free School District’s elementary dual language program will continue in 
person/face to face teaching - in a manner as directed by their placement schedules. 

 
LANGUAGE SUPPORT 

Communications and support for families whose household language is other than English will 
receive/have access to them in the preferred language and via the preferred contact method. 
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EXTRACURRICULARS, ATHLETICS & FIELD TRIPS 
 

ATHLETICS 
All interscholastic athletics season will be held till any further notice. Upon restart of interscholastic 
athletic activities when circumstances permit, appropriate social distancing must occur, in addition to 
following all safety protocols established by the state and DOH. 

 
EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS & ACTIVITIES 
All after-school clubs and activities will be conducted in online formats/meetings or suspended until 
further notice. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
Off-site field trips will be suspended until further notice; however, no-cost virtual trips will be 
encouraged. 

 

FAMILY & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

SCHOOL AND PARENT COMMUNICATION 
We request that all families ensure that their contact information is up to date and available in multiple 
formats (home phone, cell phone, e-mail, etc.) prior to the start of the 2020-2021 school year. You may 
the school’s main office to update any or all contact information. Families should also ensure that their 
emergency contact information is also updated. 

 

Messages to families will include but not be limited to information on the reopening plan and updates 
that occur during the year, the announcement of virtual forums, COVID-19 symptoms and health 
screening requirements and instructions, school schedules, social distancing and PPE (e.g., masks), 
hygienic practices, the existence of signage in the building along with requests for feedback. 

 
MDQ Academy will share its firm reopening plan and other pertinent information with the parents through 
email.  

 
As federal, state, and/or local directives relative to schools may change in response to the pandemic, 
aspects of this plan may be modified accordingly throughout the period of its implementation.  All 
material changes will be communicated to parents/guardians, in the preferred language, in a timely 
manner. 

 
PARENT-GUARDIAN FORUMS/EVENTS 
 
Orientation and other parent/guardian events will be converted to virtual formats until further notice. 
Event announcements will be posted on the school district website and social media platforms, as well as 
communicated directly through email. 
 
As federal, state, and/or local requirements relative to schools may change in response to pandemic- 
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related circumstances, certain aspects of this plan may be modified accordingly throughout the period of 
its implementation.  All material changes will be communicated to parents/guardians, in the preferred 
language, in a timely manner. 
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SAFETY COORDINATOR/POINT(S) OF CONTACT 
 

The Head of School will designate COVID-19 safety coordinators/resource persons whose responsibilities 
will include continuous compliance with all aspects of school district reopening plans, as well as any 
phased-in reopening activities necessary to allow for resolution of operational issues before activities 
return to normal or “new normal” levels.  MDQ Academy’s Safety Coordinator(s) are Fatheya Elikilany 
and Sakina Taiyeb. 

 

The Head of School will also designate one or more points of contact who will oversee health screening 
activities and serve as the main contacts for the identification of positive COVID-19 cases.  These 
individuals will be responsible for communicating pertinent information to the COVID-19 Safety 
Coordinator and/or other relevant reporting authorities. 

 

Points of contact for parents/families will be: 

 

●   School Nurse 

●   Imrana Farooqi 
●   Olga Rechits 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

 

Following the CDC guidelines, MDQ Academy will use the following instruction model for Grades 1 - 12. 

  

● MDQ will have A days and B days. One week Monday, Wednesday, and Friday will be A days, Tuesday, and 

Thursdays will be B days. The next week A days and B days will be reversed. 

● Each grade will be divided into two small groups. While one group comes to school on A days, the second 

group will follow instructions from home. On the B days, the second group will have in school classes while 

the first group will be following instructions from home. This Hybrid/Flex model will enable students to 

come to school 2 days one week and 3 days the other week.  

● Parents may choose to keep their children home and have distance classes only. Parents will have to specify 

this choice, so we can plan our classrooms accordingly. Another form will be sent out in August to specify 

your choice. 
● Following the CDC guidelines, we will not have lunch or Salah in school.  The school will follow the following 

bell schedule. 

       Bell schedule (Grades 1-12): 

7.30 am Morning Duas 

8:00 - 8.40 Period 1 - Hybrid/Flex 

8:40 - 8:45 Breath break 1 

8:45 - 9:25 Period 2 -Hybrid/Flex 

9:25 - 9:30 Breath break 2 

9:30 - 10:10 Period 3 - Hybrid/Flex 

10:10 - 10:15 Breath break 3 

10:15 - 10:55 Period 4 -Hybrid/Flex 

10:55 - 11:00 Breath break 4 

11:00 -11:05 Period 5 - Hybrid/Flex 

11:05 - 11:50 Breath break 5 

11:50 - 12:30 Period 6 - Hybrid/Flex 

12:30 -  Dismissal / Lunch & Salah + Breath Break 

1:45 - 2:25 Period 7 - Virtual 

2:25 - 2:30 Breath break 7 
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2:30 - 3:10 Period 8 - Virtual 

3:10 - 3:15 Breath Break 8 

3:15 - 3.55 Period 9 - Virtual 

 

Suggestion: FRIDAYS NO SCHOOL AFTER 12.30 PM.  

 

Students and Parents guidelines for online instructions: 

 

We need everyone’s cooperation during this challenging time to optimize MDQ Academy’s daily instructional 

operations. We kindly request your patience and cooperation. We urge you to follow the guidelines below: 

 

● Make sure the student is in a silent environment, with no background noise like tv or talking people. A 

headset would be highly recommended to minimize background noise.  

● Cameras MUST be on at all times during virtual classes.  

● Parents are kindly requested NOT TO DISTURB CLASS AT ANY TIME. For any concerns that need to be 

addressed, please contact the teacher by email and allow the teacher 48 hours to respond. It is very 

disrespectful and very disturbing to unmute the mike and try to talk to the teacher, while the teacher is 

teaching online!  
● Attendance throughout the whole session is mandatory 

● Please ensure your computer is up-to-date by periodically updating and restarting your computer. 

● Please test your computer ahead of time, to ensure that the student does not miss instructional time. 

Suggestion: Please join classes 5 minutes before class time. Keep your cameras closed and microphone 

mutes while you are taking your break. Open the camera when the class starts.  
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How to Wear and Remove Face Covering 

 

 

Wear your Mask Correctly   

● Wash your hands before putting on your mask 
● Put it over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin 
● Try to fit it snugly against the sides of your face 
● Make sure you can breathe easily 

Wear a Mask to Protect Others 

● Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect 
others in case you’re infected with COVID-19 but don’t have 
symptoms 

● Wear a mask in public settings when around people who don’t live
in your household, especially when it may be difficult for you to 
stay six feet apart 

● Wear a mask correctly for maximum protection 
● Don’t put the mask around your neck or up on your forehead 
● Don’t touch the mask, and, if you do, wash your hands or use 

hand sanitizer to disinfect 
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Follow Everyday Health Habits 

● Stay at least 6 feet away from others 
● Avoid contact with people who are sick 
● Wash your hands often, with soap and water, for at least 20 

seconds each time 
● Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available 

 

Take Off Your Mask Carefully, When You’re Home 

● Untie the strings behind your head or stretch the ear loops 
● Handle only by the ear loops or ties 
● Fold outside corners together 
● Place mask in the washing machine (learn more about how to 

wash masks) 
● Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth when 

removing and wash hands immediately after removing. 

 

  
 

Source:  Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
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                Hand-Washing Instruction 

       Steps for hand washing 

 

Source:  Belarabyapps.com 
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Respiratory/Cough Hygiene 

 

Visual Alerts 

Post visual alerts (in appropriate languages) at the entrance to outpatient facilities (e.g., emergency 
departments, physician offices, outpatient clinics) instructing patients and persons who accompany them (e.g., 
family, friends) to inform healthcare personnel of symptoms of a respiratory infection when they first register for 
care and to practice Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette. 

● Cover Your Cough Tips to prevent the spread of germs from coughing 
● Information about Personal Protective Equipment Demonstrates the sequences for donning and 

removing personal protective equipment 

2. Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette 

The following measures to contain respiratory secretions are recommended for all individuals with signs and 
symptoms of a respiratory infection. 

● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing; 
● Use in the nearest waste receptacle to dispose of the tissue after use; 
● Perform hand hygiene (e.g., hand washing with non-antimicrobial soap and water, alcohol-based hand 

rub, or antiseptic handwash) after having contact with respiratory secretions and contaminated 
objects/materials. 

Healthcare facilities should ensure the availability of materials for adhering to Respiratory Hygiene/Cough 
Etiquette in waiting areas for patients and visitors. 

● Provide tissues and no-touch receptacles for used tissue disposal. 
● Provide conveniently located dispensers of alcohol-based hand rub; where sinks are available, ensure that 

supplies for hand washing (i.e., soap, disposable towels) are consistently available. 

3. Masking and Separation of Persons with Respiratory Symptoms 

During periods of increased respiratory infection activity in the community (e.g., when there is increased 
absenteeism in schools and work settings and increased medical office visits by persons complaining of 
respiratory illness), offer masks to persons who are coughing. Either procedure masks (i.e., with ear loops) or 
surgical masks (i.e., with ties) may be used to contain respiratory secretions (respirators such as N-95 or above 
are not necessary for this purpose). When space and chair availability permit, encourage coughing persons to sit 
at least three feet away from others in common waiting areas. Some facilities may find it logistically easier to 
institute this recommendation year-round. 

4. Droplet Precautions 

Advise healthcare personnel to observe Droplet Precautions (i.e., wearing a surgical or procedure mask for close 
contact), in addition to Standard Precautions, when examining a patient with symptoms of a respiratory 
infection, particularly if fever is present. These precautions should be maintained until it is determined that the 
cause of symptoms is not an infectious agent that requires Droplet Precautions. 

Source:  Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
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CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION  

What is a hybrid model of Instruction. What does it mean? 

It would entail a combination of In person classes and online live Instructions as per the Schedule appended 

with this document. 

Will MDQ Academy allow my child home to participate in a full distance learning program? 

Yes, we will structure his/her classes accordingly.  It will be as per your intent communicated to the 

School. 

What will the learning program and schedule look like for hybrid model students and full distance 
learning students when they are home? 

A glimpse of the schedule is attached with this document.  Detailed schedule & full distance learning 
schedule will be made available closer to the start of the school year. 

If I choose the full distance-learning model now, can my child switch back to hybrid? What about 

from hybrid to full distance? 

Yes. 

Devices  

Will my child be provided with a device? 

Device issues are currently being worked out in cooperation with the District.  
 

Curriculum, Instructional & Scheduling Considerations 

Will attendance be taken in every class? If so, how? 

Yes, it will be maintained on the School Portal. 

Will the district still be running a UPK program? If so, what schedule will students follow? 

Yes, as per BUFSD allocated schedules/shifts. 

 

31



 

 

 
SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING OF STUDENTS/STAFF 

 
Students, staff and families have been through quite a bit during the past several months. 
How will the School assist in the transition? 
 
We will try to arrange virtual sessions for the students to smoothen this transition.  Our School 
Counselor and other participating guests will help the students with this transition. 

 
 

PPE 
 

Face Coverings, Social Distancing, Barriers, and Shared Materials 

What arrangements are in place that will help protect my child from the spread of COVID- 19? 
 

All students and staff will be required to wear masks and face shields (rare exceptions outlined in plan) 

and maintain a distance of six feet in all classrooms. 
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What if a student is uncomfortable wearing a mask?  Will there be times during the day when he/she 

can remove it? 

 

It is particularly important to educate all our children before the year begins through trusted adult 

modeling and providing opportunities for them to wear their masks at and outside the home. 

Age-appropriate mask breaks will be incorporated throughout the day at times when children are six 

feet or more apart. 

What measures will the School take to clean and sanitize the building and classrooms, 

particularly high-contact areas and surfaces? 

 

School’s custodial staff will continue the regimen of intensive daily cleaning and disinfection of such 

high-touch surfaces as handles, knobs, stairways, rails, etc. with anti-viral solutions that are allowed for 

use in school buildings.  School building will also be sanitized thoroughly at least once each week with a 

specific spray after the regular cleaning.  

 

Will students share materials and supplies? 

Sharing of items will be discouraged. Individual sets of supplies and material will be prepared for all                 

students, including in such areas as art. 

Social Distancing 

What does it mean for students to be appropriately socially distanced and how will it be achieved? 

 

Social distancing refers to the ongoing space that should be maintained between individuals so that 

droplets emitted from one person are unlikely to come into contact with another. In the majority of 

circumstances, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends six (6) feet.  Teacher direction and 

use of floor markings and signage (e.g., in hallways) will help all to maintain required distances. 

Classroom desks will be arranged accordingly and face in the same direction.  Separate and multiple 

doors may be used for building entry and exit. 
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Will safety drills be conducted? If so, how will social distancing be maintained when they occur? 

 

These and other drills will be conducted in a staggered or slightly modified manner in an effort to 

maintain appropriate social distancing; however, it will be impressed upon students that in an 

emergency situation (e.g., evacuation), safety needs will be the priority.  

 
Will my middle/high school student have access to an assigned locker? 
 

Lockers might not be assigned/used until further notice. Efforts will be made to ensure that items                

typically placed in lockers remain at home, in classrooms or other designated school locations. 

How will the School ensure appropriate ventilation in classrooms and other building areas? 

 
The School will ensure circulation of outdoor air where possible.   Any location deemed to have less 
than acceptable airflow and circulation will not be used. 

Will children be reminded to wash their hands routinely? 
 
Yes, students and staff will be reminded of the importance of when and how to wash their hands  

What about my child’s hand-washing regimen? 

Rooms have been equipped with hand sanitizer dispensers, containing a 65% alcohol solution that is 
safe and approved for school use.  Please keep in mind that a thorough hand-washing is preferred over 
use of sanitizer. 

Will visitors be allowed in School building? 

Only those visitors deemed essential will be permitted entry into any school building.  Essential visitors 
will include district employees (BUFSD) who must be on-site as part of their responsibilities to the 
school, outside vendors or contractors whose services are required for the safe provision of school 
services, parents (by appointment) when meetings cannot be scheduled virtually and Resource Room 
staff. These visitors will be health-screened and temperature-checked before they enter.  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 
What are the symptoms of COVID-19? 

 

Symptoms vary by individual and age group. The list of symptoms is fluid.  These have been included in 
the plan, however a list that is updated regularly can be accessed on the CDC website. 

 

What measures will the School take to ensure that those entering a school are healthy? 

 

Regular screening in the form of a temperature checks (using a contactless thermometer ) and 

questionnaire (on symptoms, contacts, and travel) for students, staff and visitors will be conducted.  
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What should I do if I answer YES to any item on the questionnaire? 

 

Do NOT send your child to school. If the child is already at school, he/she will be guided to an isolation 

room (under the supervision of School Nurse) for parent pick-up.   If the child displays symptoms, 

contact a health care provider promptly. If the child was in direct contact with anyone who has tested 

positive or traveled to a restricted area as per the New York State Travel Advisory, he/she must 

quarantine at home for 14 days as mandated by the Department of Health. 

What if I forget to complete the questionnaire and/or take my child’s temperature before 

he/she arrives at school? 

 

All individuals (students and staff) will walk through the temperature scanner at a building entry point. 

Further, an Administrator or nurse will follow up with all students (parents/guardians) who do not 

complete the questionnaire. 
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What happens if a student arrives at school and records a temperature of greater than 100.0oF on 

the scanner or displays other COVID-19 symptoms? 

 
The child will be guided to an isolation/quarantine room for parent pick-up and cannot return to school 
until criteria designated in the plan are met. The same isolation/parent-pick up response will follow. 

How will my child learn proper practices for hand-washing and respiratory hygiene?  

Teachers and staff will model and reinforce. Signage will be posted in the School to assist. Guidance 

will be shared with parents/guardians so that they may reinforce at home as well.  

How will the school respond upon receipt of information that an individual who displayed symptoms 
in a school building is confirmed COVID-19 positive? 
 
The School will follow local and state guidelines for reporting confirmed positive cases of COVID-19. The 
Nurse or an Administrator will notify and consult with the local Health Department, as well as provide 
information that allows Health Department officials to initiate contact tracing. Those deemed to have 
been in contact with the confirmed positive individual must quarantine for 14 days.  
 
Under what circumstances would an entire school or the district close and a shift to full distance 

learning occur? 

 

We will follow the State and County directives.  Schools have been directed to close for in-school 

learning if the regional (Long Island) percentage of test-positive cases reaches 9%.  It may also occur 

when positive cases in the school or community present as concerning.   School actions will be taken in 

consultation with the Health Department.  If the school closes, the instructional program will quickly 

transition to the “full virtual learning” schedule. 

 

In case of a positive case, do I have the right to know the identity of the individual who tested 
positive? 
While the school will communicate promptly in general, HIPAA laws protect the confidentiality of the 

infected individual therefore no specific information will be provided. 
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Why would the School wait 24 hours to thoroughly clean and sanitize a classroom or other area in 

which an infected individual was present? 

 

The area(s) will be off limits promptly, CDC and Department of Health guidelines include a 24-hour 

waiting period in an effort to protect those who will clean the area(s). The areas will be accessible upon 

completion of the cleaning and sanitizing. 

When would a person suspected of displaying COVID-19 symptoms, and who subsequently tests 

negative, be permitted to return to school? 

 

Such individuals may return once they have no fever (without the use of fever-reducing medicines) and 

have felt well for 24 hours or if they have been diagnosed with another condition with the written note 

from a healthcare provider that they are clear to return. 

Under what conditions would a person who tests positive for COVID-19 be permitted to return to 
school? 
 

Such individuals may return only after ten days have passed since the first symptoms AND three 

days have passed since the individual had a fever (without using fever-reducing medicines) AND 

other symptoms have resolved. 

Why is the quarantine period (14 days)? 

 

The CDC recommends 14 days of quarantine after exposure based on the time it takes to develop 

illness if infected.  

Does the School still require routine health physicals and scheduled immunization records? 
 

The School will continue to accept proof of health examination, regardless of the form on which it is 

completed.  State- required vaccinations must also be obtained.  
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STUDENTS WITH IEPs 

 
If my child has an individualized IEP and I would like him/her to participate in a full distance                  

learning model. Is that possible and does it require the relevant School District/Service Provider to               

recommend any changes? 

 

Most likely, yes, but some services may be more limited when participating remotely. They may meet                

to discuss if and how such accommodations can be made, these depend upon the respective School                

Districts providing the services. 

 

How will referrals, evaluations and reviews be conducted under the various learning models? 

 

Referrals and evaluations will be as per various School District Policies in place from time to time. 
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EXTRACURRICULARS, ATHLETICS & FIELD TRIPS 

 

Will After school clubs run in 2020-2021? 

 

Clubs may run on a more limited basis to start the school year, with meetings and/or activities 

occurring virtually or in a socially distanced manner. 

Will Field trips be permitted? 

 

There will be no off-site field trips until further notice. Virtual field trips will be arranged. 
 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

 

How will the school communicate updates on the impact of COVID-19 on our children and how 

often? 

 

Communications from the School will continue regularly via our standard channels.  Parents/guardians 

should make certain that cell phone numbers and e-mail addresses are updated.  To do so, they should 

contact the school's main office upon the start of the school year or at any time this summer to provide 

updated information. 

Will parent  conferences and other events be held in the fall?  

The School will communicate information on events and conferences shortly, some of which may be 

held virtually.  If there are any changes to the plan, it will be communicated to the families promptly. 
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