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CLASS OF 2021

Congratulations to our graduating seniors of 2021! As they have finally
completed their high school years through thick and thin, we are excited
for them to take the next step of their journey. We are proud of all
their successes so far, and continue to wish them the best for the future.
This year's senior valedictorian and salutatorian, Naseer Ahmed and
Mohtadi Mahim, have given some insight as to how their personal
academic journeys have been so far. Here is what they had to say:

WHAT DOES FINISHING YOUR SENIOR YEAR AT MDQ
AS VALEDICTORIAN/SALUTATORIAN MEAN TO YOU?
Finishing high school at MDQ
Academy as a valedictorian has been an honor. Although I worked hard
through my high school career, I never anticipated that I would become the
valedictorian. This status given to me by MDQ Academy is something that I
will take full advantage of and I am thankful they gave me this opportunity.
I have always been, and still am, a
competitive person. When I came to MDQ, I met classmates who were just as
competitive and more intelligent. This caused me to strive to be the best I
can be to stay at their level. Being awarded salutatorian means that I was
able to stay at their level and I truly do believe we are all equally leveled,
just in different fields.
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HOW HAS THE JOURNEY TO ACHIEVE THIS
ACCOMPLISHMENT BEEN? WHAT WERE THE
CHALLENGES AND/OR EXCITING MOMENTS LIKE?
The journey was long and tedious.
Four years of high school is a small thing to say but a big thing to live
through. Nevertheless, I still enjoyed it and I am appreciative of the high
school experience I gained. One challenge for me was running for vice
president in my junior year. I had never run a campaign before, so I was
inexperienced. But I still tried my best to learn and gain as much knowledge
and experience as I could from this election. One exciting moment for me was
being able to play on the basketball team in the game against Crescent. I
scored the first basket of the game, so I’m happy about that.
.
The journey has definitely been fun.
Whenever we would take an exam or do a project, we would always compare
our grades. These types of friendly competitions have improved all of our
skills and abilities.

DO YOU HAVE ANY ADVICE YOU WOULD LIKE TO
SHARE WITH YOUR FELLOW CLASSMATES AS
YOU GRADUATE YOUR FINAL YEAR AT MDQ?
My advice to my fellow classmates
would be to never underestimate the power of hard work.
.
Two things that I would say are very
important life skills are being confident, and time management. To me, these
are crucial skills that expedite one's growth and success.
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WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO AS YOU
PREPARE TO START A NEW CHAPTER AT COLLEGE? DO
YOU HAVE ANY PARTICULAR AMBITIONS OR GOALS?
I am looking forward to meeting new
people at college. Since college is such a diverse environment, I know that I
will have a lot to learn from different people and I look forward to
experiencing these situations of growth. My goals for college would be to not
just do well academically, but to also put an importance on networking.
One particular goal that I am looking
to accomplish in college is creating my own AI (artificial intelligence). I am
looking forward to diving into the world of programming as well as enjoying
time with my friends. My friends and I plan on keeping the same relationship
between us as we go off to college, aiming to continue to hang out regularly.

QUOTES FROM OUR SENIORS!
"What gives you the right to give up on what
"There is almost never a
you love in this hypothetical universe if a
reason to why I do
fictional figure never gave up on what they
something, I just do it cause
loved? Discover your calling and take on the
I can." - Noura Hussein
role of your own hero and become your own
protagonist." - Tunahan Sogunmez
“Die with memories, not

dreams.” - Maahum
Waqar

"Failure is always a key to
future success! Utilize it
“Who decides limits? And based on what? You said you
wisely!" - Anila Khan
worked hard? Well, maybe you need to work a little
harder.
Is that really the limit of your strength? Could
"Do I submit this on
the you of tomorrow beat you today? Instead of giving
google classroom. or
in, move forward.” – Muhammad Atif (as quoted by
what?" - Mohtadi Mahim
fictional character Saitama)
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Congratulations to
our graduating 5th
grade class of 2021!

Best of luck for middle school!!
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SIX FLAGS &
PAINTBALL
As this school year has finally come to an end, students have recently
embarked on many exciting field trips! Below are some moments of our
middle and high school classes who went paintballing and to Six Flags:
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ADVENTURELAND FAMILY
FUN DAY!

Assalamu'alaikum everyone,

Can you believe it? It's been a year and a half since we all have been
wanting to go out with our friends and families. Ever since COVID started
and we’ve been having school online, a lot of us have just stayed home most
of the time instead of going out and meeting up with friends. But we finally
got that chance to see each other again after a very long time, when many of
us went to Adventureland.
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Adventureland is a theme park located in Farmingdale, New York, which has
been closed for about a year, but recently re-opened a month ago. To offer
a treat to students and their families, MDQA organized a trip to
Adventureland, an event many of us had been looking forward to.
Alhamdulillah many of us were thrilled to reunite with one another and see
things return to a norm!

Surprisingly, the park was crowded and it was wonderful seeing many
familiar faces. Some of the activities families took part in were going on
rides such as The Frisbee, Turbulence, Adventure Falls (my personal
favorite!), The Pirate Ship , and much more! From what I saw, I thought that
this was a great way to start getting back to normal and I hope we have
events like this more often. We appreciate everyone who joined us on this
fun day, and Inshallah we'll continue to enjoy our time at events like this in
the coming school year.

Have a great summer!
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THE FIRST 10 DAYS OF
DHUL 'HIJJAH
By: Farha Ferdous
(11th grade)

We are all looking forward to our much needed summer break as this long school year
finally comes to an end! Whether we choose to kick back and relax, or look forward to
enjoyable summer getaways, there is one occasion which we are all excitingly
anticipating for: 'Eid-al-Adha. In fact, 'Eid is right around the corner now, less than a
month away! Though we should absolutely look forward to profoundly celebrating this
festive day given by Allah, it is important to take notice of the days which lead up to
this special day: the first day 10 days of Dhul Hijjah. Allah even swears by these days in
Surah Fajr, and our beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: "There are no days
greater in the sight of Allah and in which righteous deeds are more beloved to Him
than these ten days, so during this time recite a great deal of Tahlil (saying: 'there is
no god but Allah'), Takbir and Tahmid." (Reported by Ahmad) Here are some
important pointers and reminders for these days:
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FASTING
Fasting on the ninth day of Dhul
'Hiijah, or the day of 'Arafah, is
an important Sunnah and is one
of the best of deeds. Aside from
this day though, Muslims are
encouraged to fast as many of

'HAJJ&UMRAH
Though it may not be viable for
everyone, and the current pandemic
hinders many of us who are able to do
so, one important action which takes
place away from home is the performing
of 'Hajj. One of the 5 pillars, the
Prophet said, "And the reward of Hajj

the remaining of the first ten

Mabrur (pilgrimage accepted by Allah)

days as well.

is nothing but Paradise.” (Bukhari)

INCREASE
GOOD DEEDS

DAY OF
'ARAFAH

An option which is viable for us, is

The day of 'Arafah is special for many reasons. It

increasing our good deeds. We should

is the gist of Hajj, the day which Islam was

occupy ourselves during this blessed time

perfected, and the day which Allah swears by in

with acts of worship, offering salawat,
reading the Qur'an, making adhkar,
giving 'sadaqah, and much more.

Surah Burooj. Even more important is that this is
the day Allah saves most people from Jahannam
and expiates the sins of the previous year and
coming year for those who fast.

THE SACRIFICE
It's finally time! The Day of Sacrifice is also known as Eid-al-Adha or Yawm-an-Nahr.
Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that the prophet (PBUH) said that
the sacrifice is the best of the actions that a Muslim does on the day of Eid.
Udhiyah refers to the animal (camel, cattle or sheep) that is being offered as a
sacrifice, and it is an act of worship dedicated solely to gain the Pleasure of Allah.
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KEEPING BUSY IN THE

SUMMER
After

undergoing

a

long

and

difficult

school year, made even more stressful due
to online learning, everyone is ready to
embrace summer and finally catch some
much-needed time for relaxation and ease.
Some of us may be going on trips, while
others

may

be

sitting

back

and

going

where the wind takes them. While there is
certainly relief and rest in the two months
we have for summer, we often find that the
reality of relaxation is eventually killed by
the terrible nature of boredom. To make
sure that this does not happen, there are a
couple of things you can engage in to make

sure your summer does not go to waste. In
fact, there is a lot of excitement that can
be found wherever you go, as long as you
know how to carry it around. These things
can range from helping around the house
to helping around the community, even
your local masjid, to make sure you are
an active voice and part of the lives of
the people around you, while also making
sure that you are engaging in activities
that help you to improve your own self.
Here are more specific ways to stay busy:

13

VOLUNTEER AT
YOUR LOCAL MASJID
Not only is helping your family at home a notable Sunnah
to follow, but ensuring you are taking an active role in
your local masjid and Muslim community is especially
important. This can be done by volunteering at events or
food drives, or even simply attending youth events or
halaqas

to

gain

invaluable

knowledge

that

will

undoubtedly benefit you.

EXERCISE &
STAYING FIT
While the heat may be daunting, it is important
to make sure that we are staying fit. This can be
in the form of exercise, helping out at home, and
going to the park to get fresh air. Additionally, it
is Sunnah to stay physically active and take care
of ourselves, a factor which provides further
motivation to this idea.

BENEFICIAL
CONTENT
Lastly, free time can be used to engage in
beneficial

media

in

the

digital

world.

This

includes delving into Islamic shows such as the
newly released and exceptionally popular Turkish
series Dirilis Ertugral, Kurulus Osman, as well as
MBC's Umar Series, which delves into the lives of
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), the first Khalifa,
Abu Bakr, and the 2nd Khalifa, Umar.
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