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SECOND GRADE RETURNS TOSECOND GRADE RETURNS TO  
IN-PERSON LEARNINGIN-PERSON LEARNING  
By: Ayesha Iqbal (10th grade)By: Ayesha Iqbal (10th grade)By: Ayesha Iqbal (10th grade)

The second graders have returned back to in-person
learning for nearly a month now! After conducting
an interview with the 2nd grade teacher, Sr.
Maheen, in regards to how her students are doing
back in the classroom, we have learned that there
have been a couple of changes to their classroom
setting. Some of these changes include being unable
to work in groups for hands-on activities. Despite
this setback, the class has many special activities
planned.

Sr. Maheen expressed her excitement for the 100th
day of school and all the activities she planned out 
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the students to learn and practice in an
exciting way. The students made an array
city, where they constructed a skyscraper
with a specific array of windows. From
their individual arrays, they had to form
addition and subtraction problems which
correlated to them onto a label. In their
English class, second graders have been
reading the book “Frindle,” which they
have been absolutely loving. They also
look forward to reading and working on
different ELA activities in the future!  

Sr. Maheen expressed her excitement
for the activities she has planned to
work with her students on for the rest
of the year! These include learning
geometry with marshmallow and pretzel
sticks, cursive writing, roman numerals,
and opinion writing with Oreos. Her
class especially enjoys working through
snacks! Despite this new learning
system, Sr. Maheen’s class is thoroughly
enjoying being back in the classroom.
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for her students. For the 100th day of
school, Sr. Maheen had planned to do
STEM challenge activities with her class,
including an activity that encourages
students to imagine and list 100 things
they think will be invented in the next
100 years. 

In subjects like math, they've participated
in an activity that enhances addition and
subtraction skills, as well as enabling 



Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
there have been over 1.43 million COVID-19 cases
and 43,354 deaths in New York State. In Suffolk
County, there are a total of over 144,337 cases
and 2,804 deaths. With these alarming numbers,
it is important that COVID-19 testing is available
to everyone. This is why on January 23rd, 2021,
Masjid Darul Quran started offering free COVID-
19 testing to help the fight against the virus. This
could not have been done without the help of Br.
Rafi Fazli, a member of the MDQ Academy EC
and a prominent figure in our community who is
always looking for ways to help those around him.
In an interview with Br. Rafi Fazli on February 1,
2021, he gave us answers to some important
questions.

By: Gibriel Elrakabawy (8th grade)

Q: What inspired you to start offering
the free COVID-19 testing to the
community?
A : My mom, when she was sick we couldn’t
find a place for her to get a COVID-19
test, she had to wait a week. 

Q: Is the testing available to everyone,
or just the Muslim community?
A : It is available for everyone. Only 30%
of the total people that have taken the
test are from the Muslim community, the
other 70% are from outside of the Muslim
community. It is available for free, even if
you don’t have insurance.
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MASJID DARULMASJID DARULMASJID DARUL
QURAN JOINS THEQURAN JOINS THEQURAN JOINS THE
FIGHT AGAINSTFIGHT AGAINSTFIGHT AGAINST
COVID-19COVID-19COVID-19

3



Q: How many people had taken the test in the
first two weeks it started being offered?
A : In the first week, 100 people took the test. In
the following week, 70 people took the test.

Q: What other tests are being offered?
A : We offer rapid COVID-19 testing, a PCR test,
antibody test, and a PFP Respiratory test. 

Q: Are the people giving the test volunteers? 
A : Yes, they are volunteering their time. My
brother also volunteered his RV so that we can
use it for the COVID-19 testing.

Q: How long will the free testing continue for?
A : The tests will continue on a weekly basis, on
every Saturday from 12-4pm.

Q: If it will be available, do you hope to offer
the vaccine as well?
A : I am working with my friends in the healthcare
community to get the COVID-19 vaccine so it can
be available to the entire community.

Since the time of the interview, Br. Rafi
has provided us with updates. In the
following two weeks, Masjid Darul Quran
administered about 150 more tests to the
community. He told the MDQA Times that
he has seen more people from MDQ
Academy, including teachers, parents, and
students, benefiting from the free testing.
He also informed us that on February 13,
2021, United Healthcare joined the mobile
clinic to help uninsured members of the
community apply to get insurance. We
would like to thank Br. Rafi Fazli, Masjid
Darul Quran, all the volunteers, and
everyone involved, for helping to bring
these services to our community in our
fight against COVID-19. 
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We can all agree that the year of 2020 has
undoubtedly been one for the record books;
remembered by loss and sickness, it will be
most known for the Coronavirus. Yet, while
it has been a year of darkness, some will
say that there have been glimmers of hope.
According to Aristotle, “It is during our
darkest moments, that we must focus to see
the light.” 

Perhaps then, Coronavirus will leave behind
some positive lessons for people all over
the world, but especially in schools and how
we are educated. COVID-19 forced us to see
the way that students learn and how we are
taught in an entirely new way. On Long
Island, depending on your zip code, the
experience could have been entirely
different. 

So, what do you think? Have there been
positive sides to learning at home? Are you 

RESULTS FROM THE SURVEY:RESULTS FROM THE SURVEY:  

feeling isolated due to these virtual
restrictions? If you are anything like me, the
answer is a little bit of both. This is not meant
to ignore that many students are now
suffering with depression and anxiety because
they are no longer connected to their schools,
teachers, counselors, and friends. 

However, there are many students who are
thriving during the escape from the struggles
of school (peer pressure, bullying, rigid
schedules). They may find themselves in a
comfortable setting that allows them to
achieve much, now that they are involved in
the learning process, and in ways that did not
seem possible with in-person learning.

And this is why YOUR voice matters . A survey
regarding these struggles and benefits was
recently sent out to students in grades 3-12,
and many have completed it, making their
voices heard.

By: Zohra Henriquez-Rahim (7th grade)

THE NEW THE NEW NORMALNORMAL
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I’d like to thank all of the students in grades 3-12 who responded to “The New Normal
Survey.” We received a total number of 68 responses after distributing the survey to students.
When asked to respond to statements in regards to the online learning experience, the results
were as follows:
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More than half the students who responded
(53%) said that they agree, while only 22%
of students disagreed with the statement.
25% of responses felt neutral about online
learning.

STATEMENT: STATEMENT: I ENJOY LEARNING REMOTELYI ENJOY LEARNING REMOTELY

STATEMENT: STATEMENT: DISTANCE-LEARNING ISDISTANCE-LEARNING IS  
STRESSFUL DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMICSTRESSFUL DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
More than half of MDQ students also felt
that while they have enjoyed learning
online, it has also been stressful (54%) . An
overwhelming number (41%) of students
strongly agreed that the experience was
stressful. Only 34% of students disagreed
with the statement and 12% were neutral.

STATEMENT: STATEMENT: REMOTE LEARNING HAS BEENREMOTE LEARNING HAS BEEN
EFFECTIVE FOR YOUEFFECTIVE FOR YOU
Only 40% of students agreed that remote
learning has been effective for them. A
significant number of students (34%) felt
neutral about the matter and 26% of
students felt that remote learning hasn’t
been effective for them.

STATEMENT: STATEMENT: ONLINE LEARNING IS BETTERONLINE LEARNING IS BETTER  
THAN IN-PERSON LEARNINGTHAN IN-PERSON LEARNING
35% of students agreed that online learning
is better. A large percentage were neutral
while 36% definitely did not agree that
online learning is better than in person.
28% of students did not take a side on this
issue.
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Based on the data, it seems that the
majority of students who participated are
like me and feel that the online learning
experience has been quite stressful. The
majority have also enjoyed this new
experience. However, we also clearly agree
that it has not necessarily been a smooth
ride and is not effective for all students. 

Based on these results, the following
thoughts/questions emerge: Students
mostly enjoyed learning at home and
although the experience caused a lot of
stress, students did not feel that this is the
most effective way to learn. I wonder why
this is the case. 

I also wonder what parts of online learning
MDQ students felt was most stressful.
Perhaps the biggest disadvantage

is the absence of face-to-face interaction
between the teachers and students. There
is also little interaction amongst students
and it is challenging to form relationships
with classmates. 

As a student of the graduating class of
2026, I say that we look for the glimmers
of light in darkness. We must push forward
and use the knowledge that we have
gained from these dark times to make
teaching and learning even better. Maybe,
we can look to offer virtual learning mixed
with in-person learning as part of the
regular experience after the pandemic
ends. The Holy Qur'an reminds us: "He is
with you wherever you are." (57:4). Let us
have FAITH in our FAITH, and know that
we can emerge better and stronger than
ever. 

"AND HE IS WITH YOU"AND HE IS WITH YOU
WHEREVER YOU ARE."WHEREVER YOU ARE."

CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

- SURAH HADID, AYAH 4- SURAH HADID, AYAH 4
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By: Sumaia Khan (7th grade)

As all of us have experienced, 2020 has been a
year full of changes and world-drifting events.
Starting from the Australian bushfires, to the
deadly global pandemic, to the world-wide
Black Lives Matter movement for racial justice,
2020 had both good and bad memories for
everyone, such as how kids don't have to attend
in-person school anymore, in contrast to how
many parents are unemployed and can’t
provide for their children and families. 

Additionally, many people went into shock after
learning about the unfortunate helicopter crash
that took the lives of the notable Lakers
basketball player, Kobe Bryant, and his
thirteen-year-old daughter, Gianna Bryant.
Another devastating occurrence 

RECAP OF 2020  +  TRANSIT ION INTO 202 1

that took place last year was the striking death
of the Marvel star, Chadwick Boseman. Many of
his greatest admirers and fans were surprised to
learn that he battled with cancer for four years.
As some of you might know, Boseman played
T’challa in Marvel’s famous movie “Black
Panther” . These losses are heartbreaking for
many around the world, and these individuals
will always be remembered for their
extraordinary talent and the lasting impact they
had on their fans. Now, moving onto the current
political atmosphere of our nation. We had the
election, the riots at the Capitol building, the
nationwide Black rights movement, and even the
second impeachment of our former president
Donald Trump. And as some of us might have
noticed, we have Kamala Harris as our newly 
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elected vice president. Harris is the first
woman, the first black person, as well as
the first South Asian who has been elected
as vice president, marking several
tremendous and historic achievements for
America. In the 2021 president-elect 

By: Sumaiyah Rahman (11th grade)

RECAP OF 2020  +  TRANSIT ION INTO 202 1

During the joyful inauguration of the 46th
president of America, Joe Biden, Amanda
Gorman, skilled poet & activist, was chosen
to perform an amazing poem that inspires
the rebirth of the American people.
Personally chosen by 1st Lady Jill Biden, her
poem was written during the Capitol Hill
incident earlier in the year and deeply
referenced the disasters that have ruined
the name of the American people. 

Gorman references the dreams of those who
created a nation in which everyone can
stand united. This is expressed when she
refers to herself as a "skinny black girl
descended from slaves” who can “dream of
being president one day,” and celebrates
that this same girl finds herself reciting her
poem in front of one. This line shows us
that America has come a long way and is
working to promote a world free of social &
racial discrimination. Some key symbols she
uses to draw connections between these
hopes and dreams for the future include
the symbols of light and darkness to

HOPEFUL VOICES OF AHOPEFUL VOICES OF A
RECOVERING NATIONRECOVERING NATION

inauguration, Joe Biden promised ‘’unity
and redemption" for the nation. He also
promised to support all American citizens,
regardless of their race, ethnicity, religion,
and background. 

describe the divisions the American nation has
found itself in. She separates these people
into two groups: one that seeks to divide, and
one that seeks to unify. She does not define
our struggles as the defeat of the great
American nation; instead, she softly reminds
us that the American nation is a country in
the works; a developing nation that will one
day soar to reach its true potential. She
conclusively unites the American people as
one with her emphasis on the word “we” that
are brave enough to “see” and seek to “be” the
light and hope that dawns every morning
following every dark night.
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By: Mahnoor Tahir (11th grade)

Black History Month is an annual celebration
of African Americans' contributions, as well
as a time to remember their central place in
the history of the United States. In addition to
its formal recognition by all US presidents
since 1976, nations such as Canada and the
United Kingdom have taken up the custom of
annually honoring African heritage.

It is not an exaggeration to characterize the

events of the past year as historic, particularly

for the Afro-American population. In politics,

America elected Kamala Harris as its first

female Black vice president, and Georgia

elected its first Black Senator to the Capital.

African American artist David Driskell's
acrylic painting on canvas called "Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot"

RECOGNIZING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Despite the noticeable lack of physical
celebrations this year, there are many
cultural activities to take part in. One way
to honor Black History Month is taking
part in the many online cultural fairs that
celebrate its significance, while another
way would be to attend socially-distanced
protests or fairs that honor black people
worldwide.

A significant way to recognize this month
would be to familiarize yourself with the
African Americans in your own community
and educate yourself on their rich history
and cultures. This discipline prepares
people to critically examine, explore, and
analyze the unique experiences of African-
descended people. Moreover, in

FEBRUARY:FEBRUARY:FEBRUARY:
RECOGNIZINGRECOGNIZINGRECOGNIZING
BLACK HISTORYBLACK HISTORYBLACK HISTORY
MONTHMONTHMONTH
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addition to historical events, the
controversies that have taken place in the
past year have affected the African-
American population greatly, and makes it
relevant more than ever to understand the
situation of African-Americans.

Contemporary events such as the murder of
George Floyd, the jailing of Rosa Parks for
refusing to give up her bus seat to a white
man, as well as the torture Bilal received for
his faith in our own Islamic history, are all  

Whether it be paradise at the feet of our
mothers, honoring our elders, or fulfilling each
others’ rights, Islam is well rounded with the
Akhlaq of respect. We can all recognize the
importance of this in our religion, as we were
bred to respect those around us. Far more
essential, however, is the respect we hold for
each other as fellow human beings, coming
from all walks of life. Established as long as
700 years ago, this message is just as relevant
today, and especially more so when concerning
the respect we, as American Muslims, have
towards a particular race of humanity: the
African American community.

We can identify this aspect of respect in the
all-so-familiar story of Bilal, Abu Dharr, and
the Prophet Muhammad (saw). The words
spoken by Abu Dharr in that situation were a
clear insult against Bilal, as he had called him
“O son of a black woman.” And the Prophet’s 

By: Farha Ferdous (11th grade)

examples of the injustices that black people
have had to face. When we recognize it from
the Islamic perspective, we are obliged to
respect and honor all races, genders, and
ethnicities regardless of bias, and this includes
communities of people of color and
African heritage. After all, coming from the
same Creator ultimately entails that we hold
the same respect and honor for each other,
pushing away any notions of racism and
prejudice between us.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH:BLACK HISTORY MONTH:BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
RESPECTING THE ONES WHO HAVERESPECTING THE ONES WHO HAVERESPECTING THE ONES WHO HAVE

CONTRIBUTED FOR USCONTRIBUTED FOR USCONTRIBUTED FOR US

tone of disapproval and anger in response to
the statement was just as evident, indicating it
to be disrespectful towards Bilal, and a sign of
arrogance from the days of Jahiliyyah.

Similarly, we can cite one of the most famous
statements of the Prophet during his sermon
at the Farewell Hajj, where he said, “There is 
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no superiority of an Arab over a non-Arab, or
of a non-Arab over an Arab, and no
superiority of a white person over a black
person or of a black person over a white
person, except on the basis of personal piety
and righteousness.” The importance of holding
everyone to the same level is resonated in
these words, nullifying prejudices against skin
color as well.

Most importantly though, is the part in Ayah
13 of Surah Hujurat where Allah himself
mentions, “O humanity! Indeed, We created
you from a male and a female, and made you
into peoples and tribes so that you may get
to know one another.” This attributes to the
different races of humanity as well, those of
the African American heritage and
descendance certainly not being an exception,
as we are commanded to respect and
familiarize with one another’s cultures,
achievements, and viewpoints. All of the
mentioned have been clear testaments to

 

the equal level of value we must hold for all
nations, tribes and races. So, how does this
message of respect tie into our
contemporary America, a nation troubled
with violence and racial tension? How do we
put into practice the form of respect we
must have for the Muslim and non-Muslim
African-American communities alike,
especially during a month which
commemorates them for attributing much to
society? Aside from scattering away any
prejudices we may hold, it is important to
educate ourselves of the ones who are
honored in Black History Month.
Commemoration of important figures of
people of color from historical Islam, such as
Bilal ibn Rabah and Sumayyah Bint Khayyat,
fall into the same line of commemoration as
modern American figures such as Malcolm X,
Muhammad Ali, and Martin Luther King Jr,
as we pay our respects to these personalities
and many others for their integrity, vigor,
and anti-racist values.

SPORTS
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First Quarter 
The Chiefs scored first with a field goal of

3 points, with 5 minutes and 10 seconds left

on the clock. The Bucs then made their first

score with a touchdown of 6 points, with 37

seconds left in the 1st quarter, following up

with a field goal for one more point. 

The score at the end of the 1st
quarter: Bucs 7, Chiefs 3.

Second Quarter
The Bucs had a second touchdown with 6

minutes and 5 seconds left. This would be

offensive player Gronkowski's second

touchdown for the Bucs. A field goal of 1

point upped the Bucs lead to 14 to 3. With

1 minute and 4 seconds left, the Chiefs

scored a 3-point field goal. With 6 seconds

left, the Bucs would score one more time,

this time Brady finding Antonio Brown 

 

in the end zone for a touchdown, followed by
the 1 point field goal.

At halftime, the score is Bucs 21, Chiefs 6.

 
Third Quarter
A successful 52 yard field goal is attempted by

the Chiefs, bringing their score to 9. The Bucs

responded with another touchdown with 7

minutes and 45 seconds left. This time, it’s #28

Fournette who scores the touchdown. The field

goal is good for an extra point. The Bucs

extend their lead, with Bucs 28, Chiefs 9. An

interception by the Bucs with 6 minutes and 20

seconds left in the quarter gives the Bucs

another chance to score. With 2 minutes and 52

seconds left in the 3rd quarter the Bucs score

with a 52 yard field goal bringing the Bucs

score to 31.

End of 3rd quarter: Bucs 31, Chiefs 9

SPORTS

By: Gibriel Elrakabawy (8th grade)

THE BUCS WIN SUPERTHE BUCS WIN SUPERTHE BUCS WIN SUPER
BOWL LV!BOWL LV!BOWL LV!

HIGHLIGHTS,  RECORDS &  HISTORIC MOMENTSHIGHLIGHTS,  RECORDS &  HISTORIC MOMENTSHIGHLIGHTS,  RECORDS &  HISTORIC MOMENTS

On Sunday, February 2, 2021 the Tampa Bay

Buccaneers played against the Kansas City

Chiefs to see who would win the Vince

Lombardi Trophy. Super Bowl LV was held at

the Raymond James Stadium in Tampa,

Florida. It was a game that broke many

records and made history!

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS
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Fourth Quarter
The Chiefs made several plays to score, all

attempts having failed. With 1 minute and 33

seconds left, the Bucs intercepted a pass from the

Chiefs. The Bucs took a knee to run out the clock,

bringing the game to an end with their victory! 

Final Score: Buccaneers 31, Chiefs 9.

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers are the
Super Bowl 55 Champions!

 

HISTORIC MOMENTS &  NEW RECORDSHISTORIC MOMENTS &  NEW RECORDSHISTORIC MOMENTS &  NEW RECORDS

 Oldest Coach to win a Super Bowl:
Bruce Arian, 68 years old

 First woman to officiate a Super Bowl:
Sarah Thomas 

 First women Assistant Coaches to win a Super Bowl:
Maral Javadifar and Lori Locust

Oldest Quarterback to win a Super
Bowl
Super Bowl wins: 7
Super Bowl MVPs: 5
Super Bowl appearances: 10
Super Bowl touchdown passes: 21

Tom Brady’s New Records: 
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